r98         THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
The  most  important  lesson  which  Germany
offers to other countries, and especially to India,
is that, if a nation wishes to live honourably, it
must consider no sacrifice too great in the cause of
educational progress.    It is remarkable how, in
spite of her utterly crippled finances, Germany has
succeeded not only in keeping up her educational
efficiency, but in developing it in several important
directions so as to bring it into line with present-
day needs.    Believing, as they do, that education
is  a sound investment  and the  most  effective
means of material and moral progress, and that,
if their country is to rise again it can do so only
through education, the Germans have cheerfully
made all the sacrifices which they have been called
upon to make for it.    But, so high is the educa-
tional ideal in Germany that even these heavy
sacrifices have not proved sufficient to bring com-
plete satisfaction to the educational authorities and
to enable them fully to carry out their aim and
policy.    The work of educational reconstruction
begun after the War has been seriously interrupt-
ed by the present world-wide economic distress,
from which Germany is suffering more than any
other country.     Financial difficulties have com-
pelled the'educational authorities all over Germany
to dispense with the services of thousands of
teachers.      In   Prussia   alone   three   thousand
teachers have had to be removed recently.    As
regards the teachers whose services have been
retained, they have not only suffered a serious loss
in their salaries, but they have been called upon